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members were present as the chairman 
called the body to order for its inaugural ses-
sion. 

Similar scenes are taking place in other 
parts of Anbar. Virtually every city and town 
in the Province now has a mayor and a func-
tioning municipal council. The rule of law 
is being restored. And last month, some 40 
judges held a conference in Anbar to restart 
major criminal trials. In the far west town 
of Al Qaim, tribal leaders turned against the 
terrorists. Today, those tribal leaders head 
the regional mayor’s office and the local po-
lice force. Our PRT leader on the ground 
reports that Al Qaim is seeing new construc-
tion, growing commercial activity, and an in-
creasing number of young men volunteering 
for the Iraqi Army and police. 

In other Provinces, there are also signs of 
progress from the bottom up. In Muthanna, 
an overwhelmingly Shi’a Province, the local 
council held a public meeting to hear from 
citizens on how to spend their budget and 
rebuild their neighborhoods. In Diyala Prov-
ince, the city of Baqubah reopened six of its 
banks, providing residents with much-need-
ed capital for the local economy. And in 
Ninawa Province, local officials have estab-
lished a commission to investigate corrup-
tion, with a local judge empowered to pursue 
charges of fraud and racketeering. 

Unfortunately, political progress at the na-
tional level has not matched the pace of 
progress at the local level. The Iraqi Govern-
ment in Baghdad has many important meas-
ures left to address, such as reforming the 
de-Ba’athification laws, organizing Provincial 
elections, and passing a law to formalize the 
sharing of oil revenues. Yet the Iraqi Par-
liament has passed about 60 pieces of legisla-
tion. 

And despite the lack of oil revenue law 
on the books, oil revenue sharing is taking 
place. The Iraqi Parliament has allocated 
more than $2 billion in oil revenue for the 
Provinces. And the Shi’a-led Government in 
Baghdad is sharing a significant portion of 
these oil revenues with Sunni Provincial lead-
ers in places like Anbar. 

America will continue to urge Iraq’s lead-
ers to meet the benchmarks they have set. 
Yet Americans can be encouraged by the 
progress and reconciliation that are taking 

place at the local level. An American politi-
cian once observed that ‘‘all politics is local.’’ 
In a democracy, over time, national politics 
reflects local realities. And as reconciliation 
occurs in local communities across Iraq, it 
will help create the conditions for reconcili-
ation in Baghdad as well. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:20 a.m. on 
August 17 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 18. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on August 17 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Proclamation 8165—National 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 
2007 
August 20, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
National Ovarian Cancer Awareness 

Month is an opportunity to underscore our 
commitment to fighting ovarian cancer and 
to finding a cure for this deadly disease. 

Ovarian cancer is one of the leading causes 
of cancer-related deaths among women in 
our country, and the risk of developing it in-
creases with age and a family history of this 
disease. Other risk factors include a history 
of endometrial, colon, or breast cancer, and 
obesity. Because early detection is crucial in 
treating ovarian cancer and its symptoms can 
be difficult to identify, women should consult 
their doctors about personal risk factors, 
early warning signs, and screening options. 

Our Nation has made progress in the fight 
against ovarian cancer, yet much more work 
remains. I signed the ‘‘Gynecologic Cancer 
Education and Awareness Act of 2005,’’ or 
‘‘Johanna’s Law,’’ which supports a national 
campaign to raise awareness among women 
and health care providers regarding 
gynecologic cancers. In FY 2007, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health will invest an esti-
mated $102 million into ovarian cancer re-
search through the National Cancer Institute 
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and other institutes. In addition, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention will dedi-
cate nearly $5 million. We will continue to 
commit our resources to seek better ways to 
prevent, detect, and ultimately cure ovarian 
cancer. 

During National Ovarian Cancer Aware-
ness Month, Americans remember those who 
have lost their lives to ovarian cancer, and 
we honor the courage and strength of those 
who continue to fight this disease. We also 
recognize the dedicated medical profes-
sionals and researchers whose tireless efforts 
help provide a brighter, healthier future for 
women. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2007 
as National Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month. I call upon government officials, 
businesses, communities, health care profes-
sionals, educators, volunteers, and the people 
of the United States to continue our Nation’s 
strong commitment to preventing and treat-
ing ovarian cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of August, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 22, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on August 23. 

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
of Canada and President Felipe de 
Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico in 
Montebello, Canada 
August 21, 2007 

Prime Minister Harper. Might I, first 
and foremost, thank all the people here and 
the citizens of Montebello for giving such a 
warm Quebec welcome. You are quite right 
to be proud of your beautiful Montebello 
manoir and the area. 

As the leaders of the three countries, be-
tween—and our discussions between Presi-
dent Bush and myself were very cordial, con-
structive. Our three countries maintain 
peaceful, productive relations and give great 
contributions to our people. It is part and 
parcel of our commitment to democracy, free 
market, NAFTA, and the equality of chances 
to all citizens. 

This is a unique moment to look at the 
individual aspects that we could look at and 
the challenges that we have to face. We 
agreed to discuss the protection of the con-
sumer and looking at the nonsecure products 
entering the nations, in particular those going 
to our children. 

We also recognize the fact that to find 
practical, pragmatic solutions to our mutual 
environmental challenges, our countries are 
working to find our own sustainable energy 
and to find national standards on energy effi-
ciency. 

Finally—and this is particularly important 
for Canada—we realize that border security 
must not threaten the friendly relations that 
we have. We undertook agreements on co-
operation, standards, regulations, pandemia, 
intellectual property, and research in the en-
ergy field. In the framework of this summit, 
we met the North American Competitiveness 
Council. Their leaders provided us with valu-
able information on how we could exploit our 
partnership in the field of security and pros-
perity to strengthen our economies and to 
create good jobs here in North America. 

Our discussions did not merely deal with 
North America. We also discussed a number 
of other international and hemispheric ques-
tions: climate change and to the next meeting 
of the Middle East discussions, where our 
countries are defending democracy and free-
dom and protecting the have-nots. 

This summit enabled us to discuss our sin-
gular bilateral discussions. President Bush 
and myself met yesterday afternoon. We dis-
cussed a number of subjects, in particular our 
joint commitment to have a secure border 
that shall remain open to goods and services 
and to the interaction between our respective 
citizens. 

President Calderon and myself also had a 
meeting yesterday evening, and I would like 
to thank President Calderon and his wife, 
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